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FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB OF BALLARAT — 


EXCGURSION/ NEWS SHEET 


FEBRUARY 1980 


Meeting .. 8th FEBRUARY: Dr. Brian Smith - "Australian Land And 
Freshwater Snails" 


Meeting -- 7th MARCH: ANNUAL MEETING. Speaker Mr. EB: Bound. 


"Flora 


and Fauna, of Groote Eylandt". aie 
The February. Excursion has already taken place, on 3rd. 
As the date of the March Excursion (9th) falls on a 
holiday week-end, committee decided to forego. the | 
excursion for March. ADDENDUM: SATURDAY 29th March-— Halt 
day "Autumn Orchids" Excursion ~— Leader’ Lindsay Fink. 


Excursion « 


Excursion 


President: Mr. R. BORCH 


Phone 42 8630; 


Vice-President: Mr. G. BINNS Phone 32 3670; 


Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210; 


Treasurer: Mr. S$. REYNOLDS. Phone 327721 
Editor : B. GRAY. Phone 32 2130 


Meetings, as specified, are held tn the Adminlistrat- 
fon Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 


EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 

CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

BALLARAT, AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. * 


' 


CHANGE OF DATE: Because Good Friday falls on the date of our 
April meeting, : this meeting has been put back one week to, Friday 
28th March. The monthly excursion will then be held on 30th °° 
March. Speaker - Greg. Binns, "Application of Bird Watching". 
Excursion -"A Half Day in Mr. Alan Sonsee's garden.". Leaving 
Crockers 1.30 p.m. 


NEW MEMBER: Matthew Quick was welcomed at the December Meeting. 


ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS: Members are reminded that under.our. 
Constitution written nominations, including seconder, for all 
vacant positions on the executive committee should be given to 
the Secretary by the end of the February meeting. Committee 
consists of 10 members, including President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 


CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEES are ate at the Annual ‘iGstine on 7th March. 


-EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET: Would any member who would like the News 
Sheet posted a few days before meetings, please hand their names 
and $2.42 to Mr, Jack Netherway, or write to 22 Ripon St. Nth., 
Ballarat 3350? (Postage goes to 22c’ on 31st March). 

The donation box on. the table helps with the cost of the news 
sheet production and postage to other Field Naturalist Clubs. . 
£11 contributions gratefully received! 


FNCV CENTENARY IN 1980:As listed in the Vic. Naturalist Nov./Dec. 
1979, there are a number of meetings and displays arranged in 
connection with this important event. One item which may interest 
BFNC members is.an excursion to Wilson! s Promontory from Saturday- 
Saturday Nov. 1=8th 1980. There is plenty of time to think about 
it, but it is not too early to put your name skate if you are 
interested. 


BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB: The B. 0.C. is engaged in gathering information 
on Crown Land in the Land Conservation Council's Ballarat Study” 
‘area. The BOC, although often having bird lists for certain areas, 
requires detailed knowledge to make a worthwhile submission. It is 
only local groups who are able to amass such information. We have 
therefore been approached to supply our comments on habitat, 
present land use. and any recommendations on needed conservation 
measures. (Letters Ye same, tabled). Any information gathered ¢ can 
be: given to the Secretary. 


THE CRESWICK FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB is celebrating its Silver 
Jubilee at its March 20 meeting, St. John's Church of. England 
Parish Hall, Napier St. Mr. J. Wheeler, MBE, will be guest 
speaker, Our members are invited to attend. 


WVFNCA CAMP-OUT: Pt. Campbell - 11-13 April (Timboon hosts). 
Information sheets available from the Secretary. 


WVFNCA CAMP-OUT: 15-17 August. Mid—Murray. Nyah West. 


ALPINE EDUCATION PROJECT: Community Research Action Centre, 
sponsored by Monash University. A meeting at 8 p.m. on Saturday © 
16th February, venue to be decided. Further information at Feb. 
meeting, and the event will be advertised in the "Courier". 


DECEMBER EXCURSION 


The spraying of Acacia armata in Fells Gully was a matter of 
deep concern to club members who visited the area on the December 
excursion. Members have been keeping records of nesting birds in 
the area this Spring, which has been an excellent season for 
breeding. With very few exceptions, birds of many species chose 


to build their nests in the protection of the Hedge Wattle. Even 
as late as December, nests of the Rufous Whistler and Goldfinch, 
both with young fledglings, as well as Southern Yellow Robin and 
White-browed Babbler, both with eggs, were found along a short 
section of track in recently sprayed bushes. There were indicat- 
ions of other continuing breeding with young birds, including the 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, being fed. Records kept in recent months 
speak for themselves. It was most noticeable that the smaller 
species of passerine birds preferred this habitat to any other, 
being afforded seclusion and protection from some of the larger 
marauding species. 


Despite dismay at the extent of the spraying, the Christmas 
excursion to Mt. Beckworth and Fells Gully proved most enjoyable, 
thanks to the expert guidance of Ruth Anderson. The Spring show- 
ing we are accustomed to seeing on excursions to Beckworth had been © 
changed for summer raiment, with fields of Blue Pincushions, golden 
Sealy Buttons and Velleia, the common but attractive pink Austral 
Centaury at its best, with vivid splashes of cyclamen from the 
Wild Cranesbill Geraniums. Roca 


‘Jn damper areas we found masses of tiny Fairies Aprons 
(Utricularia laterifolia) and Microtis orchids. Well-named Golden 
Sorays, the Viminaria juncea was in full bloom, the pendant 
branches sparkling like showers of golden rain. The small Stylid- 
ium perpusillium was also found and an Adders' Tongue fern. The 
big purple bells of the Kangaroo Apple, and the mauve, blue and 
gold flowers of various native lillies, the tiny Swamp. Isotome and 
Wahlenbergia added color and delight to the scene among acres of 
gently whispering Shell-grass. 


Near the entrance to Beckworth, many species of birds were 
busy - and millions of ants! A pale matt-skinned grey lizard, ~ 
nerfectly camouflaged among the dry grey sticks of fallen brush- 
wood, was tempting but frustrating subject for photographers. He 
was too well camouflaged! A Superb Blue Wren's nest. was found 
with three tiny speckled eggs (in a small armata seedling. ) 


But the highlight of the day was reserved until the afternoon 
when a later group of members joined us to see the flora and fauna 
of Fells Gully. After strolling through glowing masses of Golden 


Everlastings (Helichrysum bracteatum), we came upon the amazing 


sight of well over 100 Flying Duck orchids (Caleana major), most 
with two or three blooms to a stem, clustered thickly in a patch 
no more than two metres long. Some estimated the number at more 
than 200. The finding of one or two of these orchids is always a 
thrill for field naturalists, but this amazing proliferation was a 
sight that none present will ever forget. Native grasses with. 
vivid rust-red flowers were another interesting find at this point. 


The birding area of Fells Gully was the final goal where some 
lingered Will nearly dark, observing numerous species of birds and 
their nests. Two early migrant species noted were Ron and Yvonne 
. Bishop from Maryborough, hot on the trail of a report that the 
Painted Honeyeater had been sighted there. This was not seen by 
members, though the Yellow-tufted Honeyeater (close relation of the 
Helmeted Honeyeater) has been in evidence throughout the season. 

A pair was feeding an almost fully grown young bird on this occasion. 


Another interesting observation was a small native mammal 
(species incognita), first seen in grass near the weir, and later 
in full view, trying to look inconspicuous, in a crevice on a tree 
trunk. The Mistletoe bird, Diamond Firetail, Hooded Robin and 
Southern Whiteface were among many species on the bird list. 


P.S. The Blue Wren's eggs hatched just before Christmas 
(about December 23) and the Southern Yellow Robin about December 18. 
It is doubtful if the Robins survived. They were still without 
feathers on December 23 and the nest was empty with one side torn 
away on December 31. 
Contributed by Margaret Rotheram 
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BIRD NOTES 


BOOK REVIEW? ny, Birds of Victoria and where to find them".. 
W. Roy Wheeler. Illustrated by Jeremy Boot. 
Nelson 1979 $ 12.95 


Quoting from the preface:— 

"This book has been compiled to provide a bird list for fifty 
areas in the State and to suggest where a particular bird can be 
found; often a difficult problem, especially if it concerns a 
rare species. Jeremy Boot has painted four of the species to be 
found in each area; in all, 200 of the commoner or in some cases 
rarer species are illustrated." 


yy 


As the author says, not all the lists are complete and he 
would be pleased to hear of any additions. 


Within Western Victoria or within an hour or so of Ballarat, 
there are about 20 areas covered. For example, Inglewood district, 
Maryborough district, Ballarat district, Mount Cole State forest, 
the Grampians, You Yangs forest park, Colac district and, as the 
record commercials say, "and many more". 


This book is a useful, slim addition to the bird watcher's 
library. Certainly there are omissions in some of the lists and 
its up to those of us who are interested in birds and bird watching 
to help Roy Wheeler to fill in the gaps. 


Bach area is listed with the following subheadings: 
Attractions, Accommodation, Vegetation, BIRDS, best bird areas, 
most conspicuous, highlights. For example for the Ballarat 
district the highlights are Blue-billed Duck, Musk Duck, Crested 

Grebe, Spotted Quail Thrush, Mountain Thrush, Bush A iienaemesniT Ti 
(a bird I've yet to see!), Banded Stilt, Brolga, Painted Honey- 
sater, Darter. 


In addition each area features a map which is useful for a 
visitor to the area but perhaps isn't always detailed enough for 
the resident bird watcher. : 


All in all, a nicely produced, well illustrated book which 
with the Slater "Field Guides" and the Reader's Digest "Complete 
Book of Australian Birds" is a helpful addition to the library. | 


Contributed by F. Harrap. 
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ON REARING AN IBIS: 


Some odd things have landed in our yard over the years but 
the arrival of a very young ibis took first prize for originality. 
Unable to fly or fend for itself and quite fearless, it was found 
meandering about the woodstack amusing itself by Sul ping eh HESSEN 
insects (both the airborne and creeping varieties). 


Immediate problems related. to the feeding and hovsine of the 
vagrant bird set off a series of phone. calls. -The. first item was 
solved by contacting the Wildlife Dept. who provided a food 
formula from Mr. Jack Wheeler's booklet, and a large carton covered 


with chicken wire filled the accommodation requirement. 


We found at least 2-3 weeks of force-feeding were necessary 
and that on.a simple diet of finely cut steak and kidney mixed 
with raw egg the bird grew very quickly. Squirts of water from 
a syringe. provided necessary moisture during this period. 


' Most of the daylight. hours our gawky youngster spent fossick-— 
ing about in the garden with one leg tethered to a piece of string. 
Because. he insisted on staying in close proximity (i.e. right 
where -you were working) it was found to be an excellent idea to 
tie his string to one's big toe. This also facilitated his riding 
- about on your foot! It must be noted however that unless a person 
is prepared to stay with the bird constantly, never tether it and 
leave it alone. Cats, dogs and the possibility of a snapped 
string that may snag it later on are very real dangers to such a 
young bird. 


A series of puddles that grew progressively larger to match 
his growth rate and the occasional shovelful of clean sand at 
poolside are dire necessities for growing water birds. We had 
omitted any "grit" from his food, so much time was spent by him 
carefully selecting tiny white pebbles as a digestive aid. 


After a few weeks of force-feeding, during which time we had 
provided an assortment of live food in the vain hope it would 
stop playing about and eat the things, our bird decided quite 
suddenly to fend for itself. It simply refused to have its food 
shoved into its beak on an icy-polestick and became somewhat 
aggressive at the mere suggestion. Having demonstrated that he 
was now quite capable of feeding himself, and preferring occasion- 
ally to dunk it in his puddle, we left him to it. Chopped kidney 
(his favourite meat) supplemented by worms, squashed snails, slugs 
and the odd flying insect became the regular diet. 


Housing increased in size and was made comfortable with 
fresh dry grass every day. We found it necessary to place a layer 
cf newspapers under the grass and sprinkle flea powder between the 
pages. It's a bit off-putting to have those disgusting looking 
bird lice scampering up your arms each time you- handle a wild bird. 


After about 5-6 weeks much flexing of muscles and exercising 
of wings went on, accompanied by a comical variety of clucks and 
squeaks. Finally the small chicken-like sounds gave way to a very 


audible rusty~metal-squark that strikes terror into the hearts of 
unsuspecting visitors, cats and dogs: alike. 


The unco-ordinated flapping developed into ungainly flights 
to the end of the tether (usually with the help of an extra 
strong head-wind), so a. large dottomless structure of chicken 
wire was set up over the.pool to act as a deterrent against more 
“ambitious flights. | te 

We know that soon we must pack our black and white minstrel 
off.to the Melbourne Zoo, for he is much too tame to set free 
and delights in human company, but in the meantime we will 
“continue to enjoy the antics of one of the most humorous and 
gentlest of birds. . : 

Contributed by Helen Ross. 
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MAJOR MITCHELL CAMP-—OUT - DECEMBER 1979: There were nine walkers 


to The Plateau. We were accompanied by Helen and Florence along 
a jeep track and from then on, travelled on a foot track. Helen 
and Florence departed at this point to return to their camp. 

We continued on until we found ourselves forcing our way through 
tall alpine type scrub until we reached the gully. We passed 
through an area of eucalypt forest, then ascended a Steep clatt 
by scrambling over rocks. Eventually we emerged onto the. Plateau 
itself. We zig-zagged until we reached a narrow stream, three 
of us stayed while other members continued on to investigate 
another possible sight for camping the night. 


The views of the alpine type vegetation on the Plateau were 
beautiful. We also encountered animal life such as blue-tongued ,’ 
lizard, skinks and a young snake. Many birds were heard and kept 
themselves well hidden. 


Next morning was cold, damp and windy, and we were unable 
to see the sun rise as we had hoped. Visibility was nil due to 
the mist. We ate a hearty breakfast and began our journey back. 
While admiring the wonderful view of ranges as the mist lifted 
we saw a number of cur "Nats" descending on the other side of 
the gap to meet us at the bottom. 
I would like to extend thanks to Edward and Mr. Bedggood for 
Making it possible for us to participate in such a venture. 7 


Contributed by Lorraine Duffy. 


